Introduction
The Organizing Committee is pleased to invite all interested scientists to attend the Eighth International Conference on Bioinorganic Chemistry (ICBIC 8) .The Conference will be held in the beautiful port city of Yokohama, Japan from 27 July to 1 August 1997. This Conference continues the biennial tradition, with conferences having been held in Florence, Italy (1983) , Algarve, Portugal (1985) , Noordwijkerhout, The Netherlands (1987) , Boston, USA (1989) , Oxford, UK (1991 ) , San Diego, USA (1993), and Lbeck, Germany (1995) . An informal evening reception on Sunday 27 July will precede the scientific sessions. Each morning will feature a plenary lecture followed by parallel sessions and poster presentations on a variety of contemporary research topics. The conference will end at noon, after the Friday morning sessions, 1 August. The program will be organized around five daily plenary lectures, which will introduce topics to be expanded on by invited speakers in the subsequent sessions, and poster presentations.There will be ample opportunity for informal exchange of ideas. 
